




OPERATION SINDOOR



Context 

❑ The Indian military launched multiple missile attacks targeting sites (“terrorist infrastructure”) in Pakistan 
and Pakistan-administered Kashmir in an attack it called Operation Sindoor. 

❑ The missiles were India’s response to the deadly April 22 attack on tourists in  Kashmir in Pahalgam, during 
which 26 men were killed. 

What is Operation Sindoor? 

❑ Operation Sindoor is a meticulously planned military offensive targeting terrorist infrastructure in Pakistan 
and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (POK). It wasn't just a big strike against terror infrastructure. 

❑ It was the biggest anti-terror operation inside Pakistan, and the biggest military strike since the 1971 War. 

❑ The immediate reason cited for the operation was to “deliver justice” to the victims of the Pahalgam terror 
attack. 

❑ However, India framed Operation Sindoor not as a one-off reaction but as a response to decades of 
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism, dating back to the 2001 Indian Parliament attack.



Doctrine of Sub-Conventional Targeting 

• India maintained its doctrine of limited strikes — 
targeting terror infrastructure, not the Pakistan 
military. 

• Similar to the 2016 surgical strikes and the 2019 
Balakot airstrikes, Operation Sindoor:

• Avoided escalation into full-scale war. 
• Sent a signal that terrorism will be met with 

proportional and precise force. 

• The Ministry of Defence stated that “No Pakistani 
military facilities have been targeted.” 

• This indicates an effort to retain strategic restraint 
while demonstrating operational resolve.



Key Military Operations by India Against Pakistan 

❑ Operation Ablaze (1965): Pre-emptive mobilisation by the Indian Army in April 1965 after the 
Rann of Kutch clashes; demonstrated India's readiness before the August war. 

❑ Operation Riddle (1965): India’s military response to Pakistan’s infiltrations (Ops Gibraltar 
and Grand Slam) in J&K; led to full-scale war and ended with the Tashkent Agreement. 

❑ Operation Cactus Lily (1971): Major Indian offensive in East Pakistan; involved Meghna River 
crossing, aiding rapid advance to Dhaka and aiding Bangladesh’s liberation. 

❑ Operation Trident (1971): Indian Navy’s successful missile strike on Karachi harbour on Dec 
4; caused major damage to Pakistan’s navy and fuel reserves. 

❑ Operation Python (1971): Follow-up naval strike on Karachi post-Trident; further damaged 
Pakistan’s naval assets and disrupted logistics. 

❑ Operation Meghdoot (1984): India’s pre-emptive occupation of Siachen Glacier; secured key 
passes like Bilafond La and Sia La to deny Pakistan control.



❑ Operation Vijay (1999): Military operation during the Kargil War to evict Pakistani 
intruders from Indian territory along the LoC; restored status quo. 

❑ Operation Safed Sagar (1999): IAF’s air campaign during Kargil conflict; targeted enemy 
positions at high altitude to assist ground operations. 

❑ 2016 Surgical Strikes: Cross-LoC strike by Indian Special Forces targeting terror launch 
pads in PoK post-Uri attack; marked shift in India’s response doctrine. 

❑ Operation Bandar (2019): IAF air strike on JeM camp in Balakot post-Pulwama attack; 
first cross-LoC air raid since 1971, led to India-Pak aerial face-off. 

❑ Operation Sindoor (2025): Precision air strikes by India on 21 terror camps across PoK 
and Pakistan in retaliation for the Pahalgam attack; showcased tech-driven retaliation. 



INDIA- U.S ENERGY FUTURE
Context: 

❑ U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance recently 
reaffirmed cooperation with India on energy and 
defence, while India highlighted energy security, 
technology transfer, and critical minerals as key 
bilateral focus areas.



About India–USA Energy Programs

❑ Strategic Clean Energy Partnership (SCEP): 
Covers biofuels, solar, hydrogen, and energy 
efficiency. 

❑ U.S.-India Initiative on Critical and Emerging 
Technology (iCET): Focuses on clean tech, AI, 
quantum, and SMRs (Small Modular 
Reactors). 

❑ Nuclear Energy Cooperation: Includes 
technology transfer and potential investment 
in India’s 100 GW nuclear goal. 

❑ Critical Minerals MoU (2024): Targets resilient 
mineral supply chains and third-country co-
investment.



Why Is Such a Partnership Needed? 

❑ Energy Security as India needs predictable energy 
supply with minimal disruption to fuel its $5-
trillion economy goal. E.g. India’s energy import 
bill crossed $153 billion in FY24. 

❑ Climate Goals Net-zero by 2070 needs diversified 
low-carbon energy including nuclear, renewables, 
and green hydrogen. 

❑ Supply Chain Resilience as China controls 90% of 
rare earth processing — India needs alternate, 
democratic mineral partnerships. 

❑ Infrastructure Financing as Nuclear power alone 
may need $180 billion by 2047, demanding global 
capital and technology infusion.



Way Ahead

❑ Amend the Civil Liability Act to allow foreign and private capital in India’s nuclear sector.- Holtec’s 
SMR tech transfer to L&T & Tata Consulting needs legal safeguards. 

❑ Joint Strategic Mineral Stockpiling: Use India’s Petroleum Reserves and U.S. National Defense 
Stockpile to hedge supply risks. 

❑ Launch India US Mineral Exchange and Create a secure digital hub for traceability, trade, and co-
investment using blockchain. 

❑ Quad as Multiplier: Expand trilateral mineral partnerships with Australia & Japan for processing, 
R&D, and African outreach. 

❑ Fast-Track Nuclear Deployment ,Standardise designs, cut approval time, and build 5–6 GW of 
nuclear annually by early 2030s. 

❑ Restructure domestic lending and enable green bonds or multilateral funding for nuclear and 
minerals.



PAKISTAN,BANGLADESH & 
IDENTITY QUESTION

Context 

❑ Recent developments — Pakistan 
Army Chief Gen. Asim Munir's speech 
reasserting the Two-Nation Theory, 
and Bangladesh's demand for apology 
and reparations for the 1971 war 
atrocities — have reopened South 
Asia's unresolved historical and 
ideological questions, exposing 
Pakistan's continued reliance on 
religious nationalism, historical 
denialism, and internal repression.



Reassertion of Ideology by Pakistan 

❑ Pakistan’s Army Chief General Asim Munir, in April 
2025, invoked the Two-Nation Theory, claiming 
Muslims and Hindus are “fundamentally different” in 
religion, tradition, culture, and ambition, thereby 
reinforcing religious essentialism as the basis of 
national identity. 

❑ Use of Nationalism as Political Distraction as The 
speech reflects an attempt to distract from 
Pakistan’s internal crises — including political 
instability, economic fragility, and insurgency — by 
reviving outdated ideological tropes rooted in 
Jinnah’s vision of separation. 

❑ The Two-Nation Theory continues to be 
institutionally propagated through school curricula 
and public discourse, entrenching a narrow and 
divisive sense of national identity, despite its 
historical contradictions post-1971



Bangladesh’s Counter-Narrative

❑  In April 2025, during Foreign Secretary-level talks, 
Bangladesh formally demanded a long-pending 
apology for Pakistan Army’s atrocities during the 1971 
Liberation War and sought over USD 4 billion in 
reparations for its share of undivided Pakistan’s assets. 

❑ Despite signs of diplomatic normalisation with 
Pakistan, 1971 remains a core issue in Bangladesh’s 
national consciousness, creating a paradox between 
strategic engagement and collective trauma. 

❑ Moral Assertion over Strategic Realism 
as Bangladesh’s demand is rooted in ethical 
recognition of state-sponsored brutality, not strategic 
hostility — signifying a principled stance for historical 
justice, rather than a purely transactional foreign 
policy.



Implications of Ideological Rigidity for Pakistan 

❑ The continued denial of ethnic-linguistic 
grievances, seen earlier in East Pakistan and now 
in Balochistan, shows Pakistan’s repetition of 
authoritarian patterns, ignoring lessons from its 
own disintegration in 1971. 

❑ Pakistan’s identity remains reactive and India-
centric, defined by contrast rather than internal 
coherence, thus limiting national integration and 
foreign policy maturity. 

❑ The persistent invocation of the Two-Nation 
Theory does not address modern threats like 
terrorism, separatism, and regional isolation; 
instead, it entrenches militarised nationalism 
devoid of democratic introspection.
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