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OPERATION SINDOOR

Indian forces hit Pakistan terror bases

24 precision strikes carried out on bases across 9
sites used to train terrorists in Pakistan and PoK

Dinakar Peri

NEW DELHI
n a swift and decisive
military action under
Operation  Sindoor

against terrorist infrastruc-
ture in Pzkistan and Pakis-
tan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK), the Indian armed
forces carried out 24 preci-
sion strikes on nine diffe-
rent targets within a span
of just 25 minutes in the
early hours of Wednesday.

Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh said India exer-
cised its “right to respond”
to an attack on its soil, re-
ferring to the Pahalgam at-
tack, and the armed forces
“scripted history™ by act-
ing with “precision, pre-
caution, and compassion”
to destroy the camps used
to train terrorists in Pakis-
tan and PoK.

The entire air defence
network has been put on
the highest state of alert in
anticipation of any coun-

Air defence network on ‘highest state’ of alert in
anticipation of counter-response from Pakistan

Strategic

targets

Armed forces canry out
24 precision strikes

on targets in Pakistan
and Palastanroccupied
Kashmir under
Operation Sindoor

The Indian armed forces :

scripted history last LT
night... Through Operation Sindoor
India used its right to respond' to
artack on its soll ;
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Targeted sitesin Pakistan belong to - I

the berd
"""""“;;:"’:wm&: 6 kmto 100 km
ter-response from media briefing during the

Pakistan.

“India has demonstrat-
ed considerable restraint
in its response. However,
Indian armed forces are
fully prepared to respond
to Pakistani misadventure,
if any, to escalate the situa-
tion,” Wing Commander
Vyomika Singh said at a

day, which was led by Fo-
reign Secretary Vikram
Misri.

‘Non-escalatory action’

Mr. Misri said India exer-
cised its right to act on ter-
ror targets, stressing that
the actions were “mea-
sured, non-escalatory, pro-

REI e , :
Swift action: Foraign Secretary Vikram Misri at a press briefing on the military strikes on terror
bases in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupled Kashmir on Wednesday, SHIVKUNAR PUSHPAKAR

TERRORIST CAMPS IN POJK & PAKISTAN
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portionate, and
responsible”.

“The action was carried
out very thoughtfully and
in a measured manner. It
was limited only to the
camps and other infras-
tructure used for training

terrorists, with the aim of

breaking their morale,” the
Defence Minister said
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while addressing the 66th
Raising Day event of the
Border Roads Organisation
(BRO).

He asserted that as per
plan, the targets were des-
troyed and no civilian pop-
ulation was harmed.

“No Pakistani military
facilities have been target-
ed. India has demonstrat-

105am. and
130am. on

5 sites hit
InPoKand

4 across the
Intermational

Targets destroyed without harming any civilian
population, as per plan, says Defence Minister

12 J&K civilians,
one soldier killed
in Pak. shelling

SRINAGAR/JAMMU
One soldier and at least 12
civilians, three women and
three children among them,
were killed and 51 injured as
the Pakistan Amy resorted to
heavy mortar shelling and
firing in four districts close to
the Line of Control in Jammu
and Kashmir on Wednesday.
Indian Army said it was
responding in a “propartienate
manner’. » PAGE 13

ed considerable restraint
in selection of targets and
method of execution,” the
Ministry said.

“We are living up to the
commitment that those
responsible for the Pahal-
gam attack will be held ac-
countable," it added.

Meanwhile, Pakistan Ar-
my spokesperson Lt. Gen-

eral Ahmad Sharif Chaud-
hry claimed that 31 people
were killed and 57 injured
in the strikes.
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NINE TARGETS
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paKisTAN /  INDIA
1* Delhi
(<]
1.Markaz Subhanallah,
Bahawalpur- JeM
2. Markaz Taiba, Muridke - LeT
3.Sarjal, Narowal - [eM
4. Mehmona Joya, Sialkot - HM

5.Markaz Ahle Hadith,
Barnala - LeT

6. Markaz Abbas, Kotli - jeM

7.Markaz Raheel Shahid,
Gulpur, Kotli - HM

8. Sawai Nala camp,
Muzaffarabad - LeT

9.Syedna Bilal camp,
Muzaffarabad - JeM



Context

O The Indian military launched multiple missile attacks targeting sites (“terrorist infrastructure”) in Pakistan
and Pakistan-administered Kashmir in an attack it called Operation Sindoor.

O The missiles were India’s response to the deadly April 22 attack on tourists in Kashmir in Pahalgam, during
which 26 men were killed.

What is Operation Sindoor?

L Operation Sindoor is a meticulously planned military offensive targeting terrorist infrastructure in Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (POK). It wasn't just a big strike against terror infrastructure.

O It was the biggest anti-terror operation inside Pakistan, and the biggest military strike since the 1971 War.

O The immediate reason cited forthe operation was to “deliver justice” to the victims of the Pahalgam terror
attack.

O However, India framed Operation Sindoor not as a one-off reaction but as a response to decades of
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism, dating back to the 2001 Indian Parliament attack.



Doctrine of Sub-Conventional Targeting

India maintained its doctrine of limited strikes —
targeting terror infrastructure, not the Pakistan
military.

Similar to the 2016 surgical strikes and the 2019
Balakot airstrikes, Operation Sindoor:

Avoided escalation into full-scale war.
Sent a signal that terrorism will be met with
proportional and precise force.

The Ministry of Defence stated that “No Pakistani
military facilities have been targeted.”

This indicates an effort to retain strategic restraint
while demonstrating operational resolve.

Operation Sindoor

Indian armed forces on May 7, 2025, carried out
missile strikes on nine terror targets in Pakistan and
Pakistan-Occupied Jammu and Kashmir.

@ Targeted terror camps

Muzaffarabad, 2 targets
(Sawai Nala & Syedna Bilal)
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Key Military Operations by India Against Pakistan

d Operation Ablaze (1965): Pre-emptive mobilisation by the Indian Army in April 1965 after the
Rann of Kutch clashes; demonstrated India's readiness before the August war.

J Operation Riddle (1965): India’s military response to Pakistan’s infiltrations (Ops Gibraltar
and Grand Slam) in J&K; led to full-scale war and ended with the Tashkent Agreement.

(J Operation Cactus Lily (1971): Major Indian offensive in East Pakistan; involved Meghna River
crossing, aiding rapid advance to Dhaka and aiding Bangladesh’s liberation.

J Operation Trident (1971): Indian Navy’s successful missile strike on Karachi harbour on Dec
4; caused major damage to Pakistan’s navy and fuel reserves.

J Operation Python (1971): Follow-up naval strike on Karachi post-Trident; further damaged
Pakistan’s naval assets and disrupted logistics.

J Operation Meghdoot (1984): India’s pre-emptive occupation of Siachen Glacier; secured key
passes like Bilafond La and Sia La to deny Pakistan control.



Operation Vijay (1999): Military operation during the Kargil War to evict Pakistani
intruders from Indian territory along the LoC; restored status quo.

Operation Safed Sagar (1999): |IAF’s air campaign during Kargil conflict; targeted enemy
positions at high altitude to assist ground operations.

2016 Surgical Strikes: Cross-LoC strike by Indian Special Forces targeting terror launch
pads in PoK post-Uri attack; marked shift in India’s response doctrine.

Operation Bandar (2019): IAF air strike on JeM camp in Balakot post-Pulwama attack;
first cross-LoC airraid since 1971, led to India-Pak aerial face-off.

Operation Sindoor (2025): Precision air strikes by India on 21 terror camps across PoK
and Pakistan in retaliation for the Pahalgam attack; showcased tech-driven retaliation.



INDIA- U.S ENERGY FUTURE

The building blocks of an India-U.S.
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Context:

O U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance recently
reaffirmed cooperation with India on energy and
defence, while India highlighted energy security,
technology transfer, and critical minerals as key
bilateral focus areas.

India joins US-led Mineral
Security Network to secure
critical minerals, fend off
Chinese challenge

The Minerals Security Finance Network
(MSFN) is a new initiative that stems from
the Minerals Security Partnership (MSP), a
framework established by the US in 2022.
India was inducted to the MSP in June
2023.



About India-USA Energy Programs

d Strategic Clean Energy Partnership (SCEP):
Covers biofuels, solar, hydrogen, and energy
efficiency.

O U.S.-India Initiative on Critical and Emerging
Technology (ICET): Focuses on clean tech, Al,
quantum, and SMRs (Small Modular
Reactors).

J Nuclear Energy Cooperation: Includes
technology transfer and potential investment
in India’s 100 GW nuclear goal.

d Critical Minerals MoU (2024): Targets resilient
mineral supply chains and third-country co-
investment.
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Why Is Such a Partnership Needed?

J Energy Security as India needs predictable energy
supply with minimal disruption to fuel its $5-
trillion economy goal. E.g. India’s energy import
bill crossed $153 billion in FY24.

[ Climate Goals Net-zero by 2070 needs diversified
low-carbon energy including nuclear, renewables,
and green hydrogen.

[ Supply Chain Resilience as China controls 90% of
rare earth processing — India needs alternate,
democratic mineral partnerships.

 Infrastructure Financing as Nuclear power alone
may need $180 billion by 2047, demanding global
capital and technology infusion.

PANCHAMRITA: INDIA'S CLIMATE COMMITMENTS
AT COP26 SUMMIT IN GLASGOW

@) Achieve the target of Net Zero by the year 2070

Increase non-fossil energy capacity to 500 GW by
2030

£
Ji

Cooe)

renewable energy by 2030

Reduce the total projected carbon emissions by
one billion tonnes from now till 2030

Reduce the carbon intensity of its economy by less

) Meet 50 percent of its energy requirements from
) than 45 percent by 2030

2




Way Ahead

d Amend the Civil Liability Act to allow foreign and private capital in India’s nuclear sector.- Holtec’s
SMR tech transfer to L&T & Tata Consulting needs legal safeguards.

J Joint Strategic Mineral Stockpiling: Use India’s Petroleum Reserves and U.S. National Defense
Stockpile to hedge supply risks.

J Launch India US Mineral Exchange and Create a secure digital hub for traceability, trade, and co-
investment using blockchain.

J Quad as Multiplier: Expand trilateral mineral partnerships with Australia & Japan for processing,
R&D, and African outreach.

J Fast-Track Nuclear Deployment ,Standardise designs, cut approval time, and build 5-6 GW of
nuclear annually by early 2030s.

1 Restructure domestic lending and enable green bonds or multilateral funding for nuclear and
minerals.



-

-

PAKISTAN,BANGLADESH & )
IDENTITY QUESTION y

Pakistan, Bangladesh and core identity questions

akistan reveals a twumultuous confleence

o umresolved identity, idechygical rigidity,

persistent reliance on proxy war Gre, ancd
selective amnesia, Two events — seemingly
distinct but deeply entangled — hive reignited the
founcational questions about what Pakistan is
and what it seeks 1o remain.

Events of contrast

O ane rond, Pakistan's Chief of Army Staff,
General Asim Munir, delivered a speech that
resurreched the ghosts of the two-nation theory,
the idealogical foundation upon which
Buharmmex] AR linnah el the movement far the
creation ol Pakistan. In April, at the Cheerseas
Pakistani Corvention n Blamabad, Gen. Munar
declared that people of Pakistan are
“fundamentally different” Irom Hindus — by
religion, by tradition, by culture, and by
ambition. *Our forefatbvers thowghe we were
different in every possble aspect of life," he
remmaar ked, irvoking the foundational narrative of
Pakizstan's birth. His linguage and tone were
nostalgic, divisive and arrogant - an impassiones]
appeal o safeguard lnnah's ideclogical legacy
from being lorgotben.

A& dhy bater, in Dhaka, Bangladesh asked
Pakistan bo aceount for the horrors of its
disgusting past. During the lirst Foreign
Secretan-leve| talks in 15 years, Bangladesh's
Fareign Secretary demanded a bong-awaited
apolsgy for the atrocities commmitted by Pakistan's
armmy eluring the 1971 Liberation War. Even
thaugh the current regime in Bangladesh is
courtimg Pakistan, the demand for confession ol
il is ot merely ironic — it is a regrettable
theatre of ammesia couched as Arategic
pragmatism. However, Pakistan's role during the
birth of Banglacdesh is an epizode of colossal
brutality that it il echoes in the natien's soul.
Along with the apalogy for a borrendous
campiaign of systematic repression, Bangldesh
has redterated it demand Jor more than 54 billion
in reparations — % share of undivided Pakistan's
assels, inclsding aid, pensan hunds and other
Slabe resounes,

The irony here could not be starker, perhaps
even bragic. [t is 2 moment rich in historical
contraciction: while Pakistan's security
establishment affirms the hypothesis that

Ninay Kaura
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aned Security Studies
at Sardar Fatal
Ueivarsity of Polics,
Sevurity ared Criminal
Justica, Bajathary,
ared Mor- Residint
Falbzawy, Instituie of
Soith Aslam Shudies
Maticnal Liniversty
ol Zingapara

Fakistam’s
Invocation of
the twoenation
theory mast
lead it to craft
an honest
selfexamination
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Partition was imperative and morally justified, is
ormer exstern wing — once lethered by fraud
amd Betion — demands accountability for the
wiokenl congequences of that very Partition gone
awry, belare formal reconciliation can be
pursinsd.

A theory, s reinforcement, the gaps

The two-nation theary argued that Mushims and
Hirdus were fundamentally distinct
communities, defined by religious and culural
clevages, anc, therelore, could mot luncian
cohesively within a unilied political framesork
onee cidanial rule ended in the Indin
subcantinent. But this idesdogical asertion was
ok juest & polibical device; it became a deeply
embedded mythas, reinfioreed by the Pakistan
state through text books amd speeches. Yet, the
theary contained itz own seeds ol dismtegration.
When the cultural and linguistic aspirations ol
Bengalisz of Eas Pakistan were contempiucusly
dhended, their vates in demaocratic elections uttedy
disrespected, amd their cultural identity brutally
suppressed by the Punjals elite in lsamabad, the
wery ogic of the two-nation theory turned in
upan itsell

Gen, Munir's speech, then, needs to be
unlerstond not merely as 3 reatfirmation of a
discredited idenlogy, bunt as an act of forgeting -
a deliberate effacement of South Asian history™s
incormvendent lessoms. It is o return 1o the Gumiliar
comborts af a usebess theory thal promises
certainty ina workd increasingly definesd by
ambiguity and fracture. But such affirmations, no
matter how loresfully delivered, do not adidress
the econamic, political and security challenges
that Pakistan faces.

Pakitan has never formally apalogised for the
atrocities agains Bengaliz, with successive
regimes either denying or downplaving the
viokenoe, sometimes blaming rogue elements.
Disturbingly, Pakistan appears ready to repeat the
sume pattern of represzsion in Balochistan,
unapologetically demonstrating smilar
ageressiomn, denil and unwillingness to engage
poditicalty with begitimate grievances. Instead af
learning From its mistakbes in East Pakistan,
Bawalpimdi seems trapped in a cycle of dictatorial
respanses b dissent, reinforcing the very
divisians that soce led 1o Fakistan's

disintegration. The ideological orientation of the
current Bangladeshi regime — emerging after
Sheikh Hasina's ouster — represents not a
principled shilt but rather an opporiunistic
recalibration, driven by misguiched belieds that are
causing signilicant tensions within the wp
echebms ol the regime in Dhaka and in the
relationship between the regime and many of the
citizens, particularly as it seeks o distance itseld
Iram Inclia and strengthen ties with Pakisian.
Monetheless, for most of the Bangladeshi people,
the catastrophic events of 1971 are not matters of
distant historical reconds they are vivid
imter-generational memories, reinforced by the
codbesctive trawme surrounding the nation's birth,

S0 proofound i the burden of this trauma that it
has driven the Dhaka regime to demand both a
farmal apology and reparations from Pakistan,
eveen 2 Banglwlesh signak a pragmatic turn
boward narmalisaton. Howeser, the demanc far
muoral and material accountability is not driven
Loy vinelictiveness, but serves as a cathartic phea
for the minimed recognition of responsibility Iram
the aggressar. That Pakistan continues 1o
withhald such recognition is indicative not
merely ol kleological abstinacy, but ol o deeper
pathology.

One must ask Pakistan's hybricd regime: what,
precisely, has been gained through the repeiion
of ideslogy at the expense of self-examination?
Has the invocation of the twa-nation theary made
Pakistan more cohesive, more egalitarian, o
muore 3 peace with 75 neighbours — or even with
itself? The consegquential gquestion now is
whether Pakistan can craft a national identity
rosbed in s own values and aspirations, not just
in opposition to the Indian other”.

The two-nation theory may have been the
genesis af Pakistan, but #1s emationalizm and
divisiveness make it a very poor and imadequate
guide for national action. As military tensons
escalate in the wake ol Indian airstrikes an terror
camps in Pakistan folkewing the Fahalgam terror
attack, the dangers of lollowing the theory are
thrown into stark relied. The hybricl regime,
grappling with the rickile af the Imran Khan
phenomenan, the angaing imsurgency in
Balochistan, and strained relations with the
Afghan Taliban, can find litthe solace in the
ohsolete concept of the two-nation thesey.

Context

1 Recent developments — Pakistan
Army Chief Gen. Asim Munir's speech
reasserting the Two-Nation Theory,
and Bangladesh's demand for apology
and reparations for the 1971 war
atrocities — have reopened South
Asia's unresolved historical and
ideological questions, exposing
Pakistan's continued reliance on
religious nationalism, historical
denialism, and internal repression.



Reassertion of Ideology by Pakistan

 Pakistan’s Army Chief General Asim Munir, in April
2025, invoked the Two-Nation Theory, claiming
Muslims and Hindus are “fundamentally different” in
religion, tradition, culture, and ambition, thereby
reinforcing religious essentialism as the basis of
national identity.

d Use of Nationalism as Political Distraction as The
speech reflects an attempt to distract from
Pakistan’s internal crises — including political
instability, economic fragility, and insurgency — by
reviving outdated ideological tropes rooted in
Jinnah’s vision of separation.

O The Two-Nation Theory continues to be
institutionally propagated through school curricula
and public discourse, entrenching a narrow and
divisive sense of national identity, despite its
historical contradictions post-1971

TWO NATION THEORY

Mohamed Ali Jinnah, President of the Muslim
League presented the argument of the Two Nation
Theory. He stated that the Muslims of India were
significantly different from the Hindu majority to the
extent that the Muslims of India represented their
own separate nation.

Historians and scholars will forever debate the merits of these
arguments. However Jinnah and the Muslim League could not secure
a workable agreement with the Congress Party on forming a
government in an independent nation. The partitioning of the sub-
continent into two separate countries became the only alternative.

Rioting among Hindus and Muslims saw mounting death tolls.



Bangladesh’s Counter-Narrative

O In April 2025, during Foreign Secretary-level talks,
Bangladesh formally demanded a long-pending
apology for Pakistan Army’s atrocities during the 1971
Liberation War and sought over USD 4 billion in
reparations for its share of undivided Pakistan’s assets.

L Despite signs of diplomatic normalisation with
Pakistan, 1971 remains a core issue in Bangladesh’s
national consciousness, creating a paradox between
strategic engagement and collective trauma.

 Moral Assertion over Strategic Realism
as Bangladesh’s demand is rooted in ethical
recognition of state-sponsored brutality, not strategic
hostility — signifying a principled stance for historical
justice, rather than a purely transactional foreign
policy.
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Implications of Ideological Rigidity for Pakistan

O The continued denial of ethnic-linguistic
grievances, seen earlier in East Pakistan and now
in Balochistan, shows Pakistan’s repetition of
authoritarian patterns, ignoring lessons from its
own disintegration in 1971.

O Pakistan’s identity remains reactive and India-
centric, defined by contrast rather than internal
coherence, thus limiting national integration and
foreign policy maturity.

 The persistent invocation of the Two-Nation
Theory does not address modern threats like
terrorism, separatism, and regional isolation;
instead, it entrenches militarised nationalism
devoid of democratic introspection.
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